August 20, 2017
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Theme: ‘"Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they
are old they will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6

PRELUDE Cathie Cordis
‘Here | Am To Worship” Tim Hughes

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Jona Tickle

Please sign the registration pad that is in your pew. Thank you.

VIDEO CLIP: “Prepare the Way”

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Take My Life and Let It Be”

*LIGHTING CHRIST CANDLES

*CALL TO WORSHIP Nicole Lum

ONE:  This is a Sabbath dedicated to our God. Let this gathering place be
a home for all people.

ALL:  May God be gracious to us and bless us. May God’s face shine
over all the earth’s people.

ONE: Let all the people praise the God of all nations. Let us give thanks
and enjoy the blessings God gives.

ALL: May God grant us understanding and courage. May faith grow
beyond our doubts.

ONE: The earth has yielded its blessing. Let all the ends of the earth
revere our Creator.

ALL:  God brings us together in unity of purpose. May our circle
grow as we welcome newcomers.

OPENING PRAYER Brooklyn High—Unison
How good and pleasant it is, O God, when kindred live together in unity.
Draw us now into the community you intend for all your people. Help us to
listen and understand, both your word for us and our sharing with one
another. Keep us from being misled by popular acclaim and the wisdom of
the marketplace. May we not be unobservant guides to one another but
rather be fully open to your gifts and obedient to your call. Come to us now
with healing and blessing. Amen

*RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP Jona Tickle
Let us greet one another with the peace of Jesus Christ.

HYMN OF PRAISE Red Hymnal 368

Red Hymnal 399

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

BACK TO SCHOOL LITANY / PRESENTATION OF BIBLES

Luke 2:41-52 Tasha Atcity

One:  As we begin this new school year, we give thanks that God has
given us the ability to learn many things in many ways.

All: Learning is a gift from God. We learn in school, but we also
learn in church, in our family, in our community, and in the
world.

One:  The Bible tells us that Jesus learned and studied, just as we do.

All: And Jesus grew in wisdom.

One:  We ask God's blessing on this new school year, that it may be a
time when we appreciate and fully use God's gift of learning.

All: We ask God to bless our schools and teachers - in this church
as well as in the public and private schools.

One:  We ask God to give them wisdom, guidance, patience, compassion
and moments of silence where they hear God's voice, know his
presence and receive his strength.

All: We ask God to bless each child and student in every age and
class.

One:  We ask God to bless the parents and families of each student and
we give thanks for the loving support they receive through their
church family.

All: We ask God to bless our principals, counselors, and librarians.

One:  We ask God to bless those who prepare heir lunches, those who
drive children to school, and those who keep our schools clean and
safe.

All: We give thanks to God for books and computers and all the
things that help us learn.

One:  We give thanks to God for the gift of learning!

PRAYER Jona Tickle
Loving God, sometimes a new school year seems exciting or scary or
both. Sometimes school is great, and sometimes it is hard. But we
know that whether we are excited or scared, you are with us. We know
that whether school is great or hard, you are with us. We thank you for
always being with us. Help us to remember to show our thanks for your
gift of learning by doing our best every day. Amen.

OFFERTORY INVITATION Jona Tickle

OFFERTORY Cathie Cordis
“Sanctuary” John Thompson/Randy Scruggs

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

HYMN OF RESPONSE Black Hymnal 2160

“Into My Heart”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Unison
Forgive us, O God, for the sin we recognize in ourselves and the wounds we
do not see. Show us how we have hurt one another and grant us courage to
seek forgiveness and reconciliation. Reveal to us our disobedience to you
and keep us from leading others into our sin. We seek your mercy for the
times we have willfully offended. Help us to put aside all actions and
comments that defile. Cleanse us for new life in Christ. Amen

HYMN OF PRAYER Red Hymnal 143
“On Eagle’s Wings”
Silent Prayer as music continues.

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE Deanna Davenport
LORD’S PRAYER Red Hymnal 895

WORDS OF ASSURANCE Pastor Alan
ALL: Thanks Be to God!

*SCRIPTURE Proverbs 22:6 Tasha Atcity
“Start children off on the way they should go,

and even when they are old they will not turn from it.”

ONE: The Word of God, for the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God!

MINISTRY IN MUSIC Jona Tickle & Cathie Cordis

“We Believe”
‘MESSAGE Tasha Atcity
HYMN OF RESPONSE Red Hymnal 451

CLOSING PRAYER Jona Tickle
God of many blessings, whose gifts to us are more numerous than we can
count, show us how to use these benefits according to your will and purpose,
that opportunities maybe opened for all your children and unity may become
a reality among us. May we know a taste of eternal life in the quality of our
mutual caring and our sharing with a needy world. Amen

*CLOSING HYMN Black Hymnal 2226

‘Bind Us Together”

POSTLUDE Cathie Cordis

“Celebration on Truro” Tune: Psaimodia Evangelica
*Please stand as you are able.
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Tasha Atcity serves as the Church Relations Coordinator for
Circle of Care. She began her journey with Circle of Care in
2010 as a student, in the Preparation for Adult Living pro-
gram. She graduated from Northeastern State University in
May of 2015, with a Bachelors of Art.

While attending NSU, Atcity had the opportunity to represent
her community and campus at the 2014 Miss Oklahoma Pag-

RTIT, eant. Atcity spent her college career volunteering in the com-
: :.€° munity and lending a hand with various service projects.
Urc l '... r After graduating, she spent a year in China where she taught
English to college students and school -aged children.
SUNDAY, AUgUSt 20 As the first in her family to graduate from college, Atcity has

made it her priority to share her testimony to motivate and
inspire others to break generational boundaries.
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